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Proposal Drafting Template
JCATI 2027–28 Request for Proposals, Sections I–IX
This template covers every section of the JCATI 2027–28 proposal, in the order of the online application form. Use it to draft the form-field sections, gather information before you start the form, and track the documents you need to upload. Check each text section against its character limit (spaces included), then paste your text into the form.
To count characters in Word, select the text and open Review > Word Count; use "Characters (with spaces)." The online form does not keep formatting such as bold, bullets, or equations, so write in plain text.
Optional narrative pre-review: submit only the Section III pages of this template, as a Word document or PDF, through the pre-review form by Thursday, January 7, 2027, 5:00 PM PST.
Section I. Application Cover Sheet (form fields)
	Field
	Your entry

	Project title
	

	PI phone
	

	PI website (lab or faculty page)
	

	Grants manager for the project (name and email)
	

	Multi-institution project? (faculty at more than one eligible institution; if yes, the lead institution confirms it can pass the collaborator's share under JCATI's terms)
	☐ Yes ☐ No

	Funding request ($115,000 maximum, plus up to $5,000 USP)
	

	Starting TRL (TRL 3 or higher; see esto.nasa.gov/trl)
	

	Expected ending TRL (one level higher)
	



Investigators
	Role
	Name and title
	Organization
	Department or unit
	Email

	PI
	
	
	
	

	Co-PI
	
	
	
	

	Co-PI
	
	
	
	

	Co-PI
	
	
	
	



Topics of interest (select all that apply)
	Area
	Select

	Physical AI, Robotics & Autonomy
	☐

	Aerospace Power & Energy
	☐

	Agriculture Applications
	☐

	Environmental Domain Awareness
	☐

	Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) & Alternative Fuels
	☐

	Space Sustainability & Logistics
	☐

	Advanced Materials & Manufacturing
	☐

	Other aerospace technology area (describe):
	☐



Industry partners
	Industry partner
	Lead contact
	Project role
	Email

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Washington counties where the industry partners are located or where the project work will take place (if other than at the PI campus).
	Industry partner 
	Industry partner location (WA county)

	
	

	
	



Research compliance questions. If you answer yes to any of these and the project is selected, you may be asked for more information before funds are released.
	Does the project involve:
	Yes or No

	A potential conflict of interest for any investigator?
	

	Access to classified information?
	

	Shipping items or technology to international entities or end users?
	

	Sharing export-controlled technology with a foreign national?
	

	Potential military application?
	



Financial or technology transfer interest. Does the PI or any co-PI hold a financial or technology transfer interest in an industry partner, such as equity, a paid role, or licensed intellectual property? If so, describe it.
	Describe any interest here, or enter "None"



Public sharing. If the project is funded, what may JCATI share publicly? The PI and industry partner may agree to share any, all, or none of these; the answer does not affect review.
	Item
	Share? (Yes or No)

	Project title
	

	Project Snapshot (Section II)
	

	Industry partner name
	

	TRL Start and End Levels
	



Section II. Project Snapshot (form fields)
Write for a general audience and leave out proprietary or confidential information. Reviewers see the Snapshot with your proposal; if the project is funded, JCATI uses it in reports to the Legislature and, as agreed on the cover sheet, on the JCATI website.
One-sentence summary (up to 160 characters)
The problem, what you will build or test, and why it matters to WA aerospace.
	Draft here



Industry pain point (up to 350 characters)
The problem the industry partner faces today and the limits of current practice.
	Draft here



Proposed solution (up to 350 characters)
What the team will develop or test in one year, and the innovation at its heart.
	Draft here



Industry benefit (up to 350 characters)
What the partner gains when the technology transitions, in numbers where you can.
	Draft here



Transition path (up to 300 characters)
Key milestones and how the technology hands off to the partner.
	Draft here



Optional: up to three non-confidential images, uploaded separately on the form.
Section III. Narrative (form fields)
About five single-spaced pages in total. Optional uploads: up to two figures for Section A, each with a short caption, and one one-page project timeline for Section B.2.
A.1 Technical Background and Approach (up to 4,500 characters)
Present your industry partner's technology pain point and how your expertise addresses it. Explain how the solution affects the partner's production processes or market. Explain why the starting TRL entered on the cover sheet (TRL 3 or higher) fits, and show how the project will advance the technology one TRL level by the end of the project year. For a continuation of an earlier JCATI project, explain why more funding is needed.
	Draft here



A.2 Objectives, Outcomes, Deliverables (up to 2,500 characters)
List the specific technical objectives and deliverables that address the pain point, and show how you will complete them within the one-year funding period.
	Draft here



B.1 Partners, Roles and Support (up to 2,500 characters)
Describe what the academic and industry partners will each contribute to the project and to a successful transition, including how each partner's planned support, described in its letter of support, serves the project. Do not enter a dollar value. State where the project work will take place, and explain any work planned outside WA and why it cannot be done in WA.
	Draft here



B.2 Technology Transition Plan (up to 2,500 characters)
Describe the plan showing project milestones, the academic partner's exit, and the hand-off of the technology to the industry partner. Explain how the deliverables in A.2 will move from the lab to the industry partner within one year of the end of JCATI funding, ideally much sooner.
	Draft here



C.1 Business Opportunities and Job Benefits (up to 1,500 characters)
Describe the project's economic effect on your industry partner, with measurable job creation or fiscal benefits where you have them. Note any near-term WA business opportunity the technology opens or improves.
	Draft here



C.2 Educational, Internship and Job Opportunities (up to 1,500 characters)
Describe how WA engineering students benefit directly from taking part, for example through internships, job opportunities, mentoring, professional skills, networking, or outreach.
	Draft here



Optional Section D. Undergraduate Scholars Program (up to 2,000 characters)
Describe (1) how USP students will be recruited and selected; (2) each student's task and deliverable; (3) the student's mentor; and (4) the period of work. Budget USP costs in Category 7.
	Draft here



Section IV. References and Suggested Reviewers (uploads)
References. Upload a list of all references cited in Section III. There is no length or format limit.
	List references here



Suggested reviewers (optional). Upload a list in the format of NSF's optional List of Suggested Reviewers. Confirm first that each person is willing to serve and has no conflict of interest.
	Name
	Affiliation
	Email

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Section V. Industry Letters of Support (upload)
One signed letter per industry partner, on the JCATI letter of support template in the Industry Partner Packet. Each letter states the partner's contact and role, the support it plans to provide and its own estimate of the value, its commitment to use the resulting technology, and any milestones. Share the packet with each partner as early as possible.
	Industry partner
	Packet sent (date)
	Letter received (date)

	
	
	

	
	
	



Section VI. Biosketches (upload)
One NSF-format biographical sketch for the PI and each co-PI. SciENcv is preferred but not required; an existing NSF biosketch or the JCATI biosketch template is fine.
	Investigator
	Biosketch ready

	
	

	
	



Section VII. Budget (form fields) and Certification (upload)
Enter a total and a short justification (a few sentences describing the charges) for each category. Maximum request: $115,000, plus up to $5,000 in USP funds. No F&A or overhead may be charged on the award.
	Category
	Total ($)
	Justification

	1. Senior Personnel (tenure-track up to 1.0 month summer salary; others up to 3 months)
	
	

	2. Other Personnel (students, postdocs, staff; budget tuition only where no waiver applies)
	
	

	3. Fringe Benefits (fringe on USP wages goes in Category 7)
	
	

	4. Equipment (upload a quote for each item over $5,000)
	
	

	5. Travel (US only; include $750 for the PI's symposium travel)
	
	

	6. Other Direct Costs (materials, supplies, fabrication, services, recharge-center fees)
	
	

	7. USP Funds (optional, up to $5,000 if Section D is completed)
	
	

	Total request
	
	



Department Chair certification and budget approval (upload). One form, signed by the PI, the chair of the department holding the budget (or the head of the unit holding it), and departmental grants staff. Allow time for internal deadlines: UW Aeronautics & Astronautics by February 19, 2027, and UW Mechanical Engineering by February 23, 2027; other departments, confirm with your grants office.
	Signer
	Name
	Signed (date)

	PI
	
	

	Department Chair or unit head
	
	

	Departmental grants staff
	
	



Section VIII. IP Terms Acknowledgment Page (upload)
The signed acknowledgment page of the FY2028 IP Terms, from the Industry Partner Packet. Signed by a person authorized to sign for each industry partner, the partner's lead investigator, and the PI.
	Industry partner
	Signed (date)

	
	

	
	



Section IX. Industry Partner Attestation Form (upload)
One signed Industry Partner Attestation Form per industry partner, from the Industry Partner Packet.
	Industry partner
	Signed (date)
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